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Introduction

The government in Taiwan is running a nation-wide project to raise the island’s
importance in the Asia-Pacific region in the domains of economy, finance, and politics. To
meet this goal, English, the most commonly used foreign/second language and lingua franca
among the nations in this region, is a vital asset and needs to be taught as an international
language, frequently spoken by those who do not share the same mother tongues.. To
facilitate the achievement of this goal, the educational authorities have decided to reform
the current English teaching in the regular system and start the teaching of English two
years earlier — that is, in the fifth grade of primary schools by the autumn of 2001
Currently English is taught from the first year of the junior high school when the learners
are thirteen years of age (according to the Ministry of Education over one million and
ninety thousand boys and girls). The system is examinations-led, with only those who have
achieved satisfactory test results in English at the end of their junior high school education,
being allowed to proceed further, Any emphasis in the schools on pronunciation teaching s
aimed at enabling the learners to get high marks in their examinations, not for the sake of
improving their speaking and listening competencies. The emphasis is on accurate
pronunciation of the phonetic symbols so that learners can achieve a high exam mark and
coincidentally this is also supportive of the acquisition of listening and speaking skills,
although this is not the main aim. As the use of English in the future for the Taiwanese,
will increasingly be for communication with other non-native and native speakers of
English outside Taiwan, the importance of intelligibility on the part of the speaker and
listener will become very important. The new English language policy due to be
implemented in 2001, has involved curricular changes and changes to the textbook - new
rextbooks were introduced into junior high schools in 1997 with a much greater emphasis
on speaking and listening. Second language learners are seen as needing to use English with

a varety of different interlocutors in many different contexts, both inside and outside
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