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The aim of this paper is to identify and raise various questions concerning the
development of teacher autonomy and learner autonomy through action research. Over
the past few years, I have tried to develop my teaching of writing to first-year
undergraduate non-English majors through action research. In this inquiry, I have mainly
focused on two aspects of the process of writing, namely peer reader responses and writer-
review plans.  As the main action research focus of this paper, these two aspects are
presented in three distinct representative episodes. At the same time, I have worked with
various forms of data collection and interpretation. Although these methods may be
characterized under the umbrella term of ‘action research’, they are not unproblematic.
The problems of conducting action research constitutes a parallel thread of this paper and
are presented as three reflections, with each reflection following its particular classroom

episode.

Teaching context

I teach English at the Foreign Language Center of the University of Tsukuba where each
first-year student takes three English courses consisting of one 75-minute lesson a week,
over three terms of 10 weeks each. For the writing course, students’ starting levels range
from low-intermediate through to intermediate, with between 40 and 60 students in each
writing class. The writing course moves from an EGP emphasis in the first term through to

an EAP focus in the third.

Peer reader responscs and writer review-plans

Through the three terms, peet reader responses and writer review-plans form a major focus
of classroom activity. Each student writer has a B5 notebook for the writing COUrse, where
the writer writes on the left page only. The right page is reserved for peer reader
responses.  Students are expected to complgte writing as homework before working in

class in co-operative pairs and three’s, swapping notebooks and writing their reader
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