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Abstracl

Many successful learners of English go on to train as teachers of the language, but in
spite of their high level of proficiency in general English are unprepared for tackling
the type of text they are required to read as part of their teacher training - namely,
academic articles from journals such as Applied Linguistics. This paper summarises
the findings of a genre-analysis of articles from Applied Linguistics, suggests how
trainee teachers can be helped 1o schemaiize the typical texi-structure and functions
revealed through a series of awareness-raising tasks, and reports on a pilot study of
the proposed tasks with a group of in-service Malaysian teachers on a pre-sessional

course at the University of Birmingham.

round and theorv
The importance of reading

‘In second language teaching/learning situations for academic
purposes, especially in higher education in English medium
universities or other programmes that make extensive use of
academic materials written in English, reading is paramount. Quite
simply, without solid reading proficiency, second language readers
cannot perform at levels they must in order to succeed, and they
cannot compete with their native English speaking counterparts.
(Carrell et al, 1988:1)

‘This quotation sums up a situation familiar to all of us who have been involved, either
as students or trainers, in English medium programmes. Those who join English
language teacher training courses are one such group - they have an urgent need to

read academic articles in journals or in EFL methodology books to successtully fulfil
the demands of their courses, Although their level of general English proficiency is

20































































