"THIS IS MY PORTFOLIO"

Portfolios in EFL teaching in Finnish upper secondary school

Pirjo Pollari

This article describes a portfolio experiment in the teaching of English as a
foreign language in two Finnish upper secondary schools. We wanted to try out
portfolios as a new vehicle for teaching, learning and assessment as well as a
means for students to negotiate their own syllabuses within the given framework.
The topic area of the portfolio course was culture. As student empowerment,
learner-centredness and self-directed learning were the key concepis of this
experiment, the article attempts to bring in authentic student experiences by
guoting student comments. The commenis are unedited and they were wrilten in

Lnglish by the students themselves.

My pertfolio includes: a poem, a song, a human-analysis, a fairy-tale and a
radioplay. They are, I think, a bit unusual, but it's just what I wanted, because [
want to be different. I like writing poems and songs.

I know these works are myself.

BACKGROUND

Learner-centredness and self-direction are some of the keywords of contemporary

educational discussion in Finland. Learning is currently seen as a process of
knowledge and meaning construction based on the learner's own activity and on his
or her prior learning. Emphasizing the student's own active role in learning requires
a paradigm shift from teacher- or textbook-centred "transmission of knowledge" to
a more student-centred and self-directed approach. It also requires a shift from a

basically quite uniform curriculum towards more individual curricula. But how to
do all that in practice?
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